
Calculation policy information - Early Years

Reception representations by each unit

Unit 1: Just Like Me

● Matching to find same and identify different
● Sorting – things that have something in common
● Comparing – size and quantity

Matching

Making representations of numbers – seeing them as part of a bigger
group

Comparing size

More and fewer

Unit 2: It’s me 1,2,3

● Representing 1,2,3
● Comparing 1,2,3
● Composition of 1,2,3



Unit 3: Light and Dark

● Representing, comparing and composing 4 and 5
● 1 more and 1 less



Unit 4: Alive in 5

● Introducing zero
● Comparing numbers to 5
● Composition of 4 and 5

Unit 5: Growing 6,7,8

● Representing, comparing and composing 6, 7 and 8
● Making pairs
● Combining groups



Unit 6: Building 9 and 10

● Representing, comparing and composing 9 and 10
● Comparing numbers to 10
● Bonds to 10



Unit 7: To 20 and Beyond

● Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering
● Building numbers beyond 10
● Counting patterns beyond 10

Unit 8: First, then, now

● Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering
● Adding more
● Taking away



Unit 9: Find my pattern

● Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering
● Doubling
● Sharing and grouping
● Even and odd



Unit 10: On the move

● Subitising, sorting and matching, composition, counting, comparing and ordering
● Patterns and relationships





Early Years Calculations

Nursery – officially up to 5

Reception – officially up to 10 (but we represent numbers to 20 and count beyond)

Addition and Subtraction

● Representing the number – eg seeing 3 as 2 and 1
● Counting along a number track in a game
● Counting forwards and backwards (beginning of 1 more and 1 less)
● How many altogether?
● How many have been taken away/are left?

Reception only:

● Doubles
● Some of the objects have hidden – how many are hiding
● First, then, now (calculations with missing numbers in all 3 locations)
● Representing the teen numbers as 10 and x more
● 1 more and 1 less

Multiplication and division

● Sharing
● Pairs being 2 of something

Reception only:

● Counting in 2s
● Doubling
● Seeing 9 as three 3s
● Grouping for division


